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VERA HIRSCHBERG 

UNDERSEAS RICHES AND THE LAW OF THE SEA 
ANNCR: 

AFTER FIVE YEARS, THE UNITED NATIONS LAW OF THE SEA 
CONFERENCE MAY BE ENTERING ITS FINAL PHASE WITH THE RESUMPTION 
OF TALKS IN GENEVA. ALTHOUGH THE CONFERENCE HAS RESOLVED 
SOME BASIC ISSUES, IMPORTANT OIFFERENCES REMAIN ... AS WE HEAR 
IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT BY VOA'S VERA HIRSCHBERG. 

VOICE: 

THE VAST MINERAL RICHES UNDER THE OCEANS ARE AMONG THE 
EARTH'S LAST UNEXPLOITED NATURAL RESOURCES. SUCH MINERALS 
AS COBALT, NICKEL AND MANGANESE -- CRUCIAL TO BOTH THE 
DEVELOPING WORLD ~- LIE UNTAPPED BENEATH THE SEAS. THE 
QUESTION OF HOW TO TAP THESE RESOURCES IS A THORNY SUBJECT 
UNDER DEBATE AT THE GENEVA MEETING, ELLIOT RICHARDSON, THE 
UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR TO THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE, 

HAS CALLED THIS QUESTION THE MOST IMPORTANT TEST OF THE WORLD'S 
ABILITY TO DEAL WITH ITS COMMON PROBLEMS, IN THIS SENSE, THE 
CONFERENCE IS AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THE SO-CALLED NORTH-SOUTH 
OIALOG BETWEEN THE INDUSTRIALIZED AND DEVELOPING WORLD ON HOW 
THE WORLO'S WEALTH SHOULD BE DISTRIBUTED. 

SO FAR, THE CONFERENCE HAS PRODUCED AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
INDUSTRIALIZED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON TWO POINTS: THAT 
THE OCEAN'S MINERAL RESOURCES BELONG NOT TO SOME, BUT TO ALL 
THE WORLD'S PEOPLES; AND, THAT AN INTERNATIONAL BODY SHOULD 
BE IN OVERALL CHARGE OF THEIR REGULATION, 

BUT THE CONFERENCE HAS FAILED TO REACH A CONSENSUS ON TWO 
IMPORTANT ISSUES. THE FIRST IS HOW THE UNDERSEA RESOURCES 


WILL BE DEVELOPED -~ THROUGH A COMPETITIVE FREE MARKET 
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MECHANISM OR THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL MONOPOLY, THE SO-CALLED 
GROUP OF 77 DEVELOPING NATIONS FAVOR AN INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC 
MONOPOLY TO MARKET, PRICE AND SET POLICIES IN SOMEWHAT THE SAME 
FASHION AS A SOCIALIST STATE-RUN ENTERPRISE. THE INDUSTRIALIZED 
NATIONS FAVOR A DIFFERENT APPROACH, ARGUING THAT ANY SUCH 
INTERNATIONAL BODY SHOULD HAVE TO COMPETE WITH PRIVATE FIRMS 
OR CONSORTIUMS TO IMPOSE A FREE MARKET DISCIPLINE ON ANY 
DECISIONS IT MIGHT MAKE. 
THE CONFERENCE HAS ALSO FAILED TO AGREE ON A SYSTEM OF 
NATIONAL VOTING IN THE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
THAT WOULD REGULATE THE SEABED. THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
WATN VOTES IN THE AUTHORITY TO 8E ALLOTED ON A ONE -NATION, 
ONE-VOTE BASIS. UNDER SUCH A SYSTEM, THE DEVELOPING NATIONS 
WOULD HAVE AN EDGE, THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER INDUSTRIALIZED 
NATIONS FAVOR A VOTING PRINCIPLE, THAT WOULD, IN THEIR VIEW, 
MORE PROPERLY BALANCE THE INTERESTS OF BOTH THE CONSUMING 
NATIONS, WHO WILL PROVIDE MANY OF THE MARKETS AND THE PRODUCING 
NATIONS, WHO WILL PROVIDE THE CAPITAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL SKILL. 
THE UNITED STATES HAS MADE IT CLEAR THAT IF THESE TWO 
ISSUES ARE NOT RESOLVED AT THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE IT 
WILL ALLOW DEVELOPMENT OF DEEP SEA MINE ALS BY AMERICAN COMPANIES 
UNDER EXISTING INTERNATIONAL STATUES. AT THE SAME TIME, THE 
INDUSTRIALIZED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE AWARE THAT THE 
STAKES ARE HIGH IN GENEVA, FOR WHAT IS DECIDED AT THE LAW OF 
THE SEA CONFERENCE COULD SET A PRECEDENT FOR THE RESOLUTION 
OF SUCH OTHER IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL ISSUES AS THE EXPLOITATION 
OF RESOURCES FROM SPACE, WORLDWIDE TELECOMMUNICATIONS POLICY, 
AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER FROM DEVELOPED TO DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES, 
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